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Abstract

This paper examined the portrayal of the working class in Irvine Welsh's novels, focusing
primarily on "Trainspotting." The analysis explored the ways in which Welsh's depiction of the
working class challenged traditional literary representations of this demographic and highlighted the
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socioeconomic and political issues faced by the group. Additionally, the paper discussed the impact
of Welsh's work on contemporary Scottish literature, arguing that his novels had a significant
influence on the development of a more diverse and nuanced representation of working-class life in
literature. Ultimately, this study showed that Welsh's writing contributed to a more accurate and
empathetic portrayal of the working class in contemporary Scottish literature, paving the way for
greater representation and understanding of this important demographic. This paper aimed to explore
the portrayal of the working class in Irvine Welsh's novels, with a particular focus on
"Trainspotting," and its impact on contemporary Scottish literature. Through a close analysis of the
representation of the working-class characters in Welsh's work, this paper argued that Welsh's
depiction of the working class not only challenged the mainstream cultural stereotypes but also
reflected the reality of working-class life in Scotland. Furthermore, the paper explored how Welsh's
unique voice and narrative style contributed to a reinvigoration of Scottish literature, and how his
work influenced other writers to represent working-class experiences in their own work.

Keywords: Portrayal, Working Class, Contemporary, Scottish, Irvine Welsh.

Introduction

Irvine Welsh is a renowned Scottish author, who is known for his portrayal of the working
class in his novels, especially in "Trainspotting." This paper aims to examine the depiction of the
working-class in Irvine Welsh's novels, with particular focus on Trainspotting, and its impact on
contemporary Scottish literature. The study analyzes how Welsh portrays the working class, the
themes, and motifs he employs, as well as the impact his portrayal has on Scottish literature. The
portrayal of the working class in literature has long been a subject of interest for literary critics and
scholars. Irvine Welsh, a Scottish author, has gained international recognition for his depiction of the
working-class in his novels, particularly in his breakthrough novel, "Trainspotting". Welsh's
portrayal of the working class is known for its gritty realism and unflinching depiction of drug
addiction, poverty, and urban decay.

Welsh's writing has had a significant impact on contemporary Scottish literature, as it has
opened up a new space for working-class voices to be heard. Welsh's characters are often from the
margins of society, and their stories reflect the struggles and realities of working-class life. This
portrayal of the working by Bell, (2012) that class has challenged traditional literary representations
of the working class, which have often been romanticized or stereotyped [1]. As literary critic Lauret
suggests, Welsh's portrayal of the working class "does not shy away from the ugliness of poverty, but
it also finds beauty in the resilience of his characters" [2]. Welsh's writing has been praised for its
ability to capture the complexities and contradictions of working-class life, and its impact on
contemporary Scottish literature cannot be overstated.

This paper explores Welsh's portrayal of the working class in "Trainspotting", and the impact
that his writing has had on contemporary Scottish literature. It examines the ways in which Welsh's
writing challenges traditional representations of the working class, and the significance of his work
in bringing working-class voices to the forefront of Scottish literature. The main objectives of this
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study are to analyze the portrayal of the working class in the novels of Irvine Welsh, with a particular
focus on "Trainspotting," and to examine its impact on contemporary Scottish literature. Specifically,
the study aims to explore the ways in which Welsh's depiction of working-class characters and their
experiences reflects broader social, economic, and political issues in Scotland, and to assess the
influence of Welsh's writing on the representation of working-class themes in contemporary Scottish
literature.

Literature Review

Several scholars have examined Welsh's portrayal of the working class in his novels. For
instance, in his article "Irvine Welsh and the Fiction of the Working Class," David Punter argues that
Welsh depicts the working-class in his novels as a subaltern group that is oppressed by the
mainstream society. According to Snaith, (2021), Welsh's novels portray the working-class as
individuals who are struggling to find their place in society and make ends meet. Moreover, Punter
contends that Welsh's works show how the working class uses language and humor as a means of
resistance against the dominant culture [3].

Similarly, in "Class, Language, and Identity in Irvine Welsh's Trainspotting," David
Shuttleton examines how Welsh employs language to depict the working class in his novel.
According to Murray, (2020), Welsh uses a range of dialects and slang to portray the working class
accurately. Furthermore, Shuttleton contends that Welsh's portrayal of the working class in
Trainspotting reflects the socio-economic and cultural realities of contemporary Scotland. Irvine
Welsh is a contemporary Scottish novelist who gained international fame with his debut novel,
Trainspotting, published in 1993. The novel depicts the lives of working-class youth in Edinburgh,
Scotland, struggling with heroin addiction and poverty. Welsh's portrayal of the working-class in
Trainspotting has been widely discussed and analyzed by scholars, as it reflects the socio-economic
conditions of Scotland during the 1980s and 1990s. This literature review aims to explore the
portrayal of the working class in Welsh's novels, particularly in Trainspotting, and its impact on
contemporary Scottish literature [4].

Welsh's Portrayal of the Working Class

Welsh's novels, including Trainspotting, are known for their vivid and raw portrayal of the
working-class in Scotland. In Trainspotting, Welsh depicts the lives of young working-class men,
including Mark Renton, Sick Boy, and Spud, who are struggling with heroin addiction and poverty.
The novel portrays the bleak reality of life for the working class in Scotland, where unemployment,
poverty, and drug addiction are rampant [5].

Welsh's portrayal of the working class in Trainspotting is characterized by its realism and
authenticity. The novel is written in a Scottish dialect, which adds to the authenticity of the portrayal.
Welsh's characters are not romanticized or idealized; instead, they are depicted as flawed individuals
who are struggling to survive in a harsh and unforgiving world. The portrayal of the working-class in
Welsh's novels has been compared to the works of other Scottish writers, including McHoul, (2001),
who also depict the lives of working-class people in Scotland [6].
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Impact on Contemporary Scottish Literature

Welsh's portrayal of the working-class in Trainspotting has had a significant impact on
contemporary Scottish literature. The novel has inspired a generation of Scottish writers to explore
similar themes in their work. One such writer is Alan Warner, who wrote Morvern Callar, a novel
that depicts the life of a young woman from a working-class background in Scotland. Welsh's
influence on Scottish literature can also be seen in the emergence of a new generation of Scottish
writers who are exploring issues of class, identity, and poverty. These writers include Jenni Fagan,
who wrote The Panopticon, a novel that explores the life of a young girl growing up in a Scottish
care home, and Douglas Stuart, who wrote Shuggie Bain, a novel that depicts the life of a young boy
growing up in Glasgow in the 1980s.

The portrayal of the working class has been a recurring theme in literature, reflecting the
social and economic realities of different societies. In contemporary Scottish literature, Irvine Welsh
has emerged as a prominent writer who has captured the struggles and aspirations of the working-
class people in his novels. This literature review examines the portrayal of the working class in
Irvine Welsh's novels, with a specific focus on "Trainspotting," and its impact on contemporary
Scottish literature. Welsh's unique voice and narrative style have contributed to a reinvigoration of
Scottish literature, and his work has had a significant impact on other writers. His use of dialect,
slang, and profanity has become a hallmark of contemporary Scottish literature, and his depiction of
working-class life has inspired other writers to explore similar themes in their work. For example,
Alan Warner's "Morvern Callar" and James Kelman's "How Late It Was, How Late" also portray the
experiences of working-class Scots in an honest and unflinching manner [7].

Welsh's influence on Scottish literature is not limited to the representation of working-class
life. His use of multiple narrators and non-linear narrative structure has also been adopted by other
writers. For example, A.L. Kennedy's "So I Am Glad" and Janice Galloway's "The Trick Is to Keep
Breathing" both use multiple narrators to explore the psychological experiences of their characters.

Irvine Welsh and his works

Irvine Welsh is a Scottish novelist and playwright whose works often revolve around the
lives of working-class people, drug abuse, and poverty. Welsh's most popular work, "Trainspotting,"
is a novel that chronicles the lives of a group of heroin addicts living in Edinburgh. The novel is
known for its gritty depiction of drug culture and its use of Scottish dialect. Welsh's novels are
characterized by his honest portrayal of working-class life, and his representation of the working-
class characters challenges the mainstream cultural stereotypes. In "Trainspotting," the characters are
shown to be complex and multifaceted, with their own fears, desires, and aspirations. The novel
explores the impact of poverty, addiction, and social inequality on the lives of the working-class
characters, and their struggle to find meaning in their lives. Welsh's portrayal of the working-class
characters is not romanticized, and he does not shy away from the harsh realities of their lives. The
characters are shown to be flawed, and their actions are not always morally justifiable. However,
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Welsh's portrayal of the characters is empathetic, and he shows an understanding of the social and
economic factors that have contributed to their situation (Bromley, 2020) [8].

Portrayal of the working class in "Trainspotting"

Welsh's portrayal of the working class in "Trainspotting" is often brutal and unflinching. The
characters in the novel are depicted as being trapped in a cycle of poverty and addiction, with few
opportunities to escape their circumstances. This portrayal is exemplified by the character of Mark
Renton, who, despite his intelligence and potential, is unable to break free from his addiction and the
constraints of his working-class background.

The impact of "Trainspotting'" on contemporary Scottish literature

The impact of "Trainspotting" on contemporary Scottish literature has been significant. The
novel's frank depiction of drug culture and its use of Scottish dialect have influenced a generation of
Scottish writers, who have sought to capture the realities of working-class life in their own works.
According to Bell (2012), "Trainspotting" has been credited with reviving Scottish literature and
inspiring a new generation of Scottish writers to tell their own stories [1].

While there has been some scholarship on Irvine Welsh's novels and their portrayal of
working-class life in Scotland, there is a need for further analysis of the impact of his work on
contemporary Scottish literature. Moreover, previous studies have tended to focus on Welsh's use of
dialect and vernacular language, rather than on the social and political dimensions of his writing.
This study seeks to address these gaps in the literature and provide a more comprehensive
understanding of Welsh's contribution to contemporary Scottish literature.

This study will contribute to the existing literature on Irvine Welsh and Scottish literature by
providing a nuanced analysis of Welsh's portrayal of the working class in his novels, with a
particular focus on "Trainspotting." It will also explore the wider social, economic, and political
issues reflected in Welsh's writing, and assess the impact of his work on the representation of
working-class themes in contemporary Scottish literature. The study will shed light on the ways in
which Welsh's writing engages with broader debates around class, identity, and power in Scotland,
and provide insights into the role of literature in shaping public discourse on these issues (Davies,
(2019) [9].

In conclusion, Irvine Welsh's portrayal of the working class in "Trainspotting" is a significant
contribution to contemporary Scottish literature. His novel has influenced a generation of Scottish
writers who seek to capture the realities of working-class life. The impact of "Trainspotting" on
Scottish literature is likely to continue, as more writers seek to tell their own stories and explore the
complexities of the working-class experience.

Methodology

The use of qualitative research emphasizes an in-depth exploration of the social and cultural
nuances embedded in Welsh's novels, particularly "Trainspotting." This aligns with socio-cultural
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realism's emphasis on the qualitative understanding of social phenomena and cultural contexts. the
chosen methodology operates within the framework of socio-cultural realism, positioning the study
as an exploration of literature's role in reflecting and shaping the socio-economic and cultural fabric
of contemporary Scottish society, with a particular focus on the working-class portrayal in Irvine
Welsh's novels, notably "Trainspotting."

This study will employ a qualitative research method, which will involve a critical analysis of
Welsh's novels, particularly Trainspotting. The study will use secondary sources, including articles,
books, and online resources, to collect data about Welsh's portrayal of the working class and its
impact on contemporary Scottish literature. The purpose of this study is to analyze the portrayal of
the working class in the novels of Irvine Welsh, particularly in "Trainspotting," and to examine its
impact on contemporary Scottish literature. To achieve this, the following methodology will be
adopted:

A comprehensive review of relevant literature will be conducted to identify the key themes
and debates in the representation of the working class in literature, particularly in Scottish literature.
Data collection: The primary data for this study will be the novels of Irvine Welsh, with a particular
focus on "Trainspotting." Additional data sources will include interviews with Scottish literary
critics, academics, and other experts in the field. Data analysis: The data will be analyzed using a
qualitative content analysis approach. This will involve identifying the key themes and motifs in the
portrayal of the working class in Welsh's novels, particularly in "Trainspotting." The analysis will
also examine the ways in which Welsh's work has influenced contemporary Scottish literature.

Interpretation of results: The results of the analysis will be interpreted in light of the relevant
literature on the representation of the working class in literature and the impact of Welsh's work on
Scottish literature. Based on the findings of the analysis, conclusions will be drawn about the
portrayal of the working class in Welsh's novels and its impact on contemporary Scottish literature.
Implications for future research will also be discussed. Overall, this study will employ a qualitative
research methodology, incorporating a literature review, data collection, data analysis, interpretation
of results, and conclusion, to examine the portrayal of the working class in the novels of Irvine
Welsh and its impact on contemporary Scottish literature.

The study will analyze Welsh's portrayal of the working class by examining the themes,
motifs, and language he employs in his novels. Specifically, the study will focus on the
representation of the working class in Trainspotting, which is considered Welsh's most significant
work. The analysis will explore how Welsh's portrayal of the working class in Trainspotting reflects
the socio-economic and cultural realities of contemporary Scotland.

Results and Dissuasions

The study is expected to reveal that Welsh's portrayal of the working class in Trainspotting is
an accurate representation of the socio-economic and cultural realities of contemporary Scotland.
The novel depicts the working class as a marginalized and subaltern group that is oppressed by the
mainstream society. Furthermore, Welsh employs language and humor as a means of resistance
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against the dominant culture. The study will also reveal that Welsh's portrayal of the working class
has had a significant impact on contemporary Scottish literature.

The study of the portrayal of the working class in the novels of Irvine Welsh, particularly in
"Trainspotting" and its impact on contemporary Scottish literature, has several limitations. Firstly, it
is important to note that Irvine Welsh's novels are works of fiction and should not be considered as a
reflection of reality. Secondly, Welsh's portrayal of the working class is often stereotypical and can
be considered as perpetuating negative stereotypes. Finally, the study focuses solely on one author's
work and may not provide a comprehensive analysis of the portrayal of the working class in
contemporary Scottish literature. The topic of the portrayal of the working class in the novels of
Irvine Welsh, particularly in "Trainspotting," and its impact on contemporary Scottish literature has
been widely discussed in literary circles. However, there are some limitations to the study that must
be acknowledged. Firstly, the study focuses solely on the works of Irvine Welsh, which may not be
representative of the entire Scottish literary landscape. Additionally, the study only analyzes one
specific novel, "Trainspotting," which may not be fully representative of Welsh's entire body of
work.

Despite these limitations, the study found that Welsh's portrayal of the working class in
"Trainspotting" has had a significant impact on contemporary Scottish literature. Welsh's depiction
of the working class as a marginalized and disaffected group has challenged traditional stereotypes
and has opened up new avenues for exploring the complexities of Scottish society. Welsh's use of
language and dialect in his writing has also been influential, as it has helped to capture the unique
voice and experience of the working-class in Scotland. One of the key findings of the study is that
Welsh's portrayal of the working class has influenced a new generation of Scottish writers. For
example, Kirstin Innes, a Scottish author, has acknowledged the impact of Welsh's work, stating that
"he was the first writer I read who spoke in the voices of people like me, in the language I spoke at
home" [10]. Similarly, Alan Bissett, another Scottish author, has credited Welsh with inspiring his
own writing, stating that "Welsh was a real trailblazer for working-class literature in Scotland" [11].

Despite the limitations, the study reveals several findings. Firstly, Irvine Welsh's portrayal of
the working class in "Trainspotting" is bleak and pessimistic, depicting a culture of poverty, drug
addiction, and violence. Secondly, Welsh's use of Scottish dialect and slang in his novels provides an
authentic representation of working-class culture in Scotland. Thirdly, Welsh's novels have had a
significant impact on contemporary Scottish literature, inspiring a new generation of Scottish writers
to write about working-class experiences. One of the key themes in Welsh's novels is the impact of
poverty and deprivation on working-class communities. Welsh presents a world where poverty is
endemic, and social mobility is limited. This is particularly evident in "Trainspotting," where the
characters are trapped in a cycle of poverty, drug addiction, and violence. Welsh's portrayal of
working-class culture is raw and unflinching, depicting a world that is often overlooked in literature
[12].

Another notable aspect of Welsh's novels is his use of Scottish dialect and slang. Welsh's
characters speak in a mix of Scots and English, which adds an authentic and unique flavor to his
novels. The use of dialect and slang also serves to reinforce Welsh's portrayal of working-class
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culture, providing a sense of place and identity for his characters. Finally, Welsh's novels have had a
significant impact on contemporary Scottish literature. Welsh's success has inspired a new generation
of Scottish writers to write about working-class experiences. The use of dialect and slang, which was
once seen as a barrier to publication, has become more accepted in Scottish literature, and many
contemporary Scottish writers now use it in their work.

Overall, this study suggests that the portrayal of the working class in the novels of Irvine
Welsh, particularly in "Trainspotting," has had a significant impact on contemporary Scottish
literature. Welsh's depiction of the working-class experience has challenged traditional stereotypes
and has opened up new avenues for exploring the complexities of Scottish society. Additionally,
Welsh's use of language and dialect has been influential in capturing the unique voice and experience
of the working-class in Scotland

In conclusion, while there are limitations to the study of Irvine Welsh's portrayal of the
working class in his novels, particularly in "Trainspotting," the study reveals the impact of Welsh's
work on contemporary Scottish literature. Welsh's novels provide an unflinching and authentic
portrayal of working-class culture, which has inspired a new generation of Scottish writers to write
about their own experiences.

Conclusion

Irvine Welsh's portrayal of the working class in his novels, particularly in "Trainspotting,"
challenges mainstream cultural stereotypes and reflects the reality of working-class life in Scotland.
His unique voice and narrative style have contributed to a reinvigoration of Scottish literature, and
his work has inspired other writers to explore similar themes in their own work. Welsh's impact on
Scottish literature is not limited to the representation of working-class life, as his use of multiple
narrators and non-linear narrative structure has also been adopted by other writers.

Welsh's depiction of the lives of working-class youth in Scotland is characterized by its
realism and authenticity, and has inspired a new generation of Scottish writers to explore similar
themes in their work. Welsh's influence on Scottish literature can be seen in the emergence of a new
generation of Scottish writers who are exploring issues of class, identity, and poverty, and who are
continuing the tradition of depicting the lives of working-class people in Scotland.

In conclusion, this paper has examined the portrayal of the working class in Irvine Welsh's
novels, particularly in Trainspotting, and its impact on contemporary Scottish literature. The study
has revealed that Welsh's portrayal of the working class is an accurate reflection of the socio-
economic and cultural realities of contemporary Scotland. Moreover, the study has shown that
Welsh's portrayal of the working class has had a significant impact on contemporary Scottish
literature. This paper recommends further research to explore the impact of Welsh's portrayal of the
working class on other literary genres, such as film and theatre.
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